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¢ƘŜ .ŀǘŀŀƴ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƛƴƎ 9ǘŜǊƴŀƭ CƭŀƳŜ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŀƴǘŀ CŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ 
to the 1,800 members of the New Mexico National Guard who were taken prisoner and suffered greatly under their Japanese 
captors during World War II. 
 
The men were with the 200th Coast Artillery Regiment, which had arrived in the Philippines in the summer of 1941 to undergo 
what was supposed to be a year-long anti aircraft training program. The men were going to familiarize themselves with the latest 
in anti-ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǘƘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ άƭƛǾŜέ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ           
December 7th surprise attack by Japan on the U.S. Naval base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. On that date, Japanese forces also          
attacked and invaded the Philippines. The 200th Coast Artillery Regiment was quickly split into two unitsτcreating the new the                   
515th Regiment. Together, the units put up a fierce initial defense despite not having completed their anti-aircraft training.  
 
On April 9, 1942τaffter four months of valiant fighting on the Bataan Peninsula of Luzon, the men of the 200th/515th and all 
other Allied Forces on the island were ordered by their superiors to surrender.  More than 75,000τincluding the 1,800 New  
Mexicans of the 200th/515th Regimentsτwere then forced to march more than 50 miles to Japanese prison camps. The men were 
tortured by their captors along the way, and continued to be brutally mistreated once they reached their destinations. By the 
time Japan surrendered to the U.S. on August 14, 1945, only 900 of the New Mexican prisoners-of-war were alive. More than half 
of these survivors died within their first year of returning home to New Mexico. 
 
The Bataan Memorial Building and the Eternal Flame Monument stand today in honor of these men who bravely and without   
hesitation answered the call to arms when an enemy attacked. Though they suffered through more than four years of               
unspeakable horrors, these sons of New Mexico remained steadfast in their resolve to never be broken down by their captors, and 
to always remain true to their sworn allegiance as American soldiers willing to risk their lives in the name of freedom for their 
ŦŜƭƭƻǿ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛǎ ƘǳƳōƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ        
dedicated to these brave warriors. We are reminded on a daily basis about the men of the 200th and 515th Coast Artillery         
Regimentsτand all men and women who have served in the U.S. Armed Forcesτwho are willing to risk their lives to defend our 
country. 
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2011 was a year of great change in New Mexico. With the inauguration of   
Governor  Martinez many faces and policies throughout state government have changed. 
However, one thing has NOT changed within this great state:  The outstanding support and 
service to the 174,000 New Mexico veterans which has continued to be the hallmark of 
ǘƘŜ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
budget and adjust resources due to record numbers of natural disasters, the New Mexico 
Department of Veterans Services continued to provide record levels of services to          
ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ άIƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ  
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΚέ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ŜŀǎȅΥ  DǊŜŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘŜŀƳǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ                  
cooperation.   This department has been blessed with all three factors, both internally and 
externally.   
 
Internally, the dedicated staff of the department has amazed me with their                     
professionalism and passion for veteran care.  They truly define service to the entire New 
Mexico veteran family.  As you will soon read about the numerous programs supported 

by the agency this year, I hope you will remember the success of each of them is due to the tireless efforts of the 
people dedicated to ά{ŜǊǾƛƴƎ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ²Ƙƻ {ŜǊǾŜŘέ.  I encourage you to read about the     history the Department 
made this year.  These are my new heroes and warriors on the frontlines of veteran careτthe staff of the New Mex-
ico Department of Veterans Services. 
 
Externally, the support of community partners once again set the pace for veteran care nationwide.  From              
cooperative work with the Veterans Administration, to the wide variety of federal and state agencies providing     
veteran and family care; to traditional National Service Organizations; to new non-profit service organizations   
working together, people across the state continued working for a common goal.  Community groups of many       
varieties and backgrounds have teamed to provide for the needs of veterans.  From rebuilding homes for hurting 
veterans, to the opening of a new home for women veterans, to a myriad of outreach programs, our community 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƛǊŜƭŜǎǎƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘŜǊƻŜǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ           
ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŀƎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƛƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άŘƻ-ŜǊǎέΦ   
 
These groupsτpeopleτare the force identified in a recent Office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff publication titled 
ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǳƴŘǎǿŜƭƭ ƻŦ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ άΦ  Former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Mike Mullen noted:  
άNon-profits, for-profits, faith-based, business, education, and philanthropic organizations are collaborating,         
partnering, and participating in the effort to support our service members, returning veterans, their families, and the 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴΧΦ{ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ōȅ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ǇǊƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  In New Mexico, we 
are blessed to have strong, caring community partners cooperating to focus care for our veterans and families.  The 
New Mexico Department of Veterans Services has worked hard to empower community groups across the state, and 
will continue to do so in the coming year. 
 
I often quote Ecclesiastes 4 when I talk about supporting our veteran community:  ά¢ǿƻ ŀǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜΣ        
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ  LŦ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƭƭǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛŦǘ ƘƛƳ ǳǇΧ!ƴŘ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ 
ƻǾŜǊǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ǘǿƻ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ƘƛƳΦ  ! ŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎǘǊŀƴŘǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ōǊƻƪŜƴΦέ   
As increasing numbers of our Warriors return in the coming years, we must be prepared to stand beside them. We 
must be the strong cords of support for our Warriors and their families. I trust you will be encouraged when you 
read of the successes of 2011.  I hope you will be challenged to help us look for new and better ways to support our 
veterans in the coming year, for we are not just the beneficiaries of their bravery.  We are the stewards of their 
sacrifice. 
 
TIMOTHY L. HALE 
Cabinet Secretary 
New Mexico Department of Veterans Services 
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ABOUT SECRETARY HALE 
 
 
 

 
Timothy L. Hale was unanimously confirmed as the Secretary of the New 
aŜȄƛŎƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ {ŜƴŀǘŜ    
during the 2011 New Mexico Legislature. 
  
Secretary Hale retired as a Colonel from the U.S. Air Force in 2008 after 
serving 28-years with the U.S. Air Force. The majority of his service was 
as a C-мол ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎέ tƛƭƻǘ--flying 120 combat sorties in the 
wars in the Persian Gulf, Iraq and Afghanistan.  He also served as Com-
mander of two Air Expeditionary Wings, overseeing the day-to-day op-
erations of a force of 3,000 personnel. He is a Bronze Star Recipient with 
Oak Leaf clusters. 
  
Prior to his appointment, Secretary Hale was an employee of Lockheed-Martin Training services at Kirtland Air Force 
Base in Albuquerque.  
  
¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ aŀǎŎƻǳǘŀƘΣ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ !ŜǊƻƴŀǳǘƛŎǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ŀƛƴǘ [ƻǳƛǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ and        
Master's Degrees from Webster University (International Relations) in St. Louis and the National Defense  University 
(Resourcing and National Strategy) in Washington, D.C. 
 
The Secretary and Jennifer, his wife of 31-years, reside in Albuquerque. 
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