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to the 1,800 members of the New Mexico National Guard who were taken prisoner and suffered greatly under their Japane:
captors during World War |l.

The men were with the 28(GCoast Artillery Regiment, which had arrived in the Philippines in the summer of 1941 to undergo
what was supposed to be a yelang anti aircraft training program. The men were going to familiarize themselves with the late
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December ¥ surprise attack by Japan on the U.S. Naval base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. On that date, Japanese forces also
attacked and invaded the Philippines. The®0dast Artillery Regiment was quickly split into two unitseating the new the

515" Regiment. Together, the units put up a fierce initial defense despite not having completed thaiircaaft training.

On April 9, 194@ affter four months of valiant fighting on the Bataan Peninsula of Luzon, the men of thes268 and all

other Allied Forces on the island were ordered by their superiors to surrender. More than 76¢0@ding the 1,800 New
Mexicans of the 200515" Regiments were then forced to march more than 50 miles to Japanese prison camps. The men w
tortured by their captors along the way, and continued to be brutally mistreated once they reached their destinations. By the
time Japan surrendered to the U.S. on August 14, 1945, only 900 of the New Mexican poisanaersere alive. More than half

of these survivors died within their first year of returning home to New Mexico.

The Bataan Memorial Building and the Eternal Flame Monument stand today in honor of these men who bravely and withot
hesitation answered the call to arms when an enemy attacked. Though they suffered through more than four years of
unspeakable horrors, these sons of New Mexico remained steadfast in their resolve to never be broken down by theindaptc
to always remain true to their sworn allegiance as American soldiers willing to risk their lives in the name of freeldeim for t
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dedicated to these brave warriors. We are reminded on a daily basis about the men of frend@15' Coast Artillery

Regiments and all men and women who have served in the U.S. Armed Favbesare willing to risk their lives to defend our
country.



NMD\IE S

%:% TABLE OF CONTENTS
NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT

OF VETERANS’ SERVICES
“Serving Those Who Served”

aSaal3asS FTNRY (0UKS /FoAYSlH {SONBUOFNEBXXXXXXXX:;

{GFr0S £SGSNIYyaQ . SYSTFAGEAXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX)
+SOSNIFYEAQ t NPANI YA 3 { SNIAOSAXXXXXXXXXXXXX:
| £ 6dzlj dzZSNJjdzS wS3IAA2y It ! CFEOAfAGASE 3 { SNIA(
+SGSNrya .dzaAySaa hdzZiNBFEOK / SYyGiSNXXXXXXXXX)
ba5+{ CARdzZOAII NBE { SNBWAOSE 5AFAEAA2YXXXXXXXXX:
+SGSNIY t2LdzZ FGA2Yy AY bSs aSEAOZXXXXXXXXXX)
+1 5l GF 9 9ELISYRAGdINBEE Ay bSs aSEAOZXXXXXX:
babS+{ {GFFFXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX:]
ba5+{ CAStR hFFAOSAXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX:
[ AZG 2F CdzySNIf |1 2y 2NJ DdzZr NR ¢S YEXXXXXXXXX)

HAMM ClFEESY | SNESEAXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX:



2011 was a year of great change in New Mexico. With the inauguration of
Governor Martinez many faces and policies throughout state government have change:
However, one thing hadOTchanged within this great state: The outstanding support anc
service to the 174,000 New Mexico veterans which has continued to be the hallmark of
GKS bS¢ aSEAO2 5SLINIYSyd 2F #SGSNIyQa
budget and adjust resources due to record numbers of natural disasters, the New Mexic
Department of Veterans Services continued to provide record levels of services to
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cooperation. This department has been blessed with all three factors, both internally at
externally.

Timothy L. Hale

Rt N |nternally, the dedicated staff of the department has amazed me with their
New Mexico Department of

YRR Yol F:cfessicnalism and passion for veteran care. They truly deénéceto the entire New
Mexico veteran family. As you will soon read about the numepsagramssupported

by the agency this year, | hope you will remember the success of each of them is due to the tireless efforts of th

peoplededicated tod { SNIIA Yy I ¢ K 2 al®ncéufage ydu & XsadSaBouit the  history the Department

made this year. These are my new heroes and warriors on the frontlines of veterantbarstaff of the New Mex-

ico Department of Veterans Services.

Externally, the support of community partners once again set the pace for veteran care nationwide. From
cooperative work with the Veterans Administration, to the wide variety of federal and state agencies providing
veteran and family care; to traditional National Service Organizations; to nevprudih service organizations

working togetherpeopleacross the state continued working for a common goal. Community groups of many
varieties and backgrounds have teamed to provide for the needs of veterans. From rebuilding homes for hurting
veterans, to the opening of a new home for women veterans, to a myriad of outreach programs, our community
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These groups peopler are the force identified in a recent Office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff publication titled
 dzadF AyAy3a G§KS D NIFdayidr @haidnart of tie Poinf Chikess if Staff Admival Mike Mullen noteo
oNonprofits, forprofits, faithbased, business, education, and philanthropic organizations are collaborating,
partnering, and participating in the effort to support our service members, returning veterans, their families, and
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are blessed to have strong, caring community partners cooperating to focus care for our veterans and families.
New Mexico Department of Veterans Services has worked hard to empower community groups across the state
will continue to do so in the coming year.

| often quote Ecclesiastes 4 when | talk about supporting our veteran communityg 2 | N 6 S (0 SNJ
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As increasing numbers of our Warriors return in the coming years, we must be prepared to stand beside them. \
must be the strong cords of support for our Warriors and their families. | trust you will be encouraged when you
read of the successes of 2011. | hope you will be challenged to help us look for new and better ways to support
veterans in the coming year, fare are not just the beneficiaries of their bravery. We are the stewards of their
sacrifice.

TIMOTHY L. HALE
Cabinet Secretary
New Mexico Department of Veterans Services



ABOUT SECRETARY HALE

Timothy L. Hale was unanimously confirmed as the Secretary of thej \
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during the 2011 New Mexico Legislature.

Secretary Hale retired as a Colonel from the U.S. Air Force in 2008 S8
serving 28years with the U.S. Air Force. The majority of his service \ ol
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wars in the Persian Gulf, Irag and Afghanistan. He also served as (g
mander of two Air Expeditionary Wings, overseeing the-tdaglay op-
erations of a force of 3,000 personnel. He is a Bronze Star Recipie
Oak Leaf clusters.

Prior to his appointment, Secretary Hale was an employee of Lockieeh Training services at Kirtland Air Force
Base in Albuquerque.

¢tKS yIGADBS 2F al 402dzil KX LfftAy2Aa NBOSAOSR dnd . | OK
Master's Degrees from Webster University (International Relations) in St. Louis and the National Defense Unive
(Resourcing and National Strategy) in Washington, D.C.

The Secretary and Jennifer, his wife ofy&hrs, reside in Albuquerque.




